TOPICS IN BIBLICAL THEOLOGY: 

DIVINE VIOLENCE
BIBL 382 - Course Syllabus
Instructor:
Office:
Email:


Office Hours:
Tuesday 4:10-5:00 p.m.

Thursday 4:10-5:00 p.m.

Friday 1:15-3:00 p.m.

Other hours by appointment 
I. COURSE DESCRIPTION
Study of a selected biblical motif, noting its comparative treatment by various biblical authors and tracing its development through Scripture.
II. COURSE OBJECTIVES
A. To acquire a familiarity with a broad range of examples of divine violence in both the Old and New Testament.

B. 
To identify some of the theological and moral problems posed by divine violence in the Bible and to become conversant with several options for responding to these problems.

C. 
To develop a constructive hermeneutical approach for dealing with divine violence in the Bible, particularly with violent portrayals of God in Old Testament narratives.

D. 
To gain a greater appreciation of the importance of using the Bible responsibly to think accurately about God.

III. COURSE READINGS
A. Required Textbooks
Crockett, William, ed. Four Views on Hell. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996.

Sanders, John, ed. Atonement and Violence: A Theological Conversation. Nashville: Abingdon, 2006.

Seibert, Eric A. Disturbing Divine Behavior: Troubling Old Testament Images of God. Minneapolis: Fortress Press Press, 2009. 
NOTE: The New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) of the Bible should be used for course assignments.

B. Required Reading Packet
Borg, Marcus J. Reading the Bible Again for the First Time: Taking the Bible Seriously but Not Literally. San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 2001: 21-36. 

Cowles, C. S. et al. Show Them No Mercy: Four Views on God and Canaanite Genocide. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2003, pp. 13-44.

Davies, Eryl W. “The Morally Dubious Passages of the Hebrew Bible: An Examination of Some Proposed Solutions.” Currents in Biblical Research 3 (2005): 197-228.

Desjardins, Michel. Peace, Violence and the New Testament. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic, 1997, pp. 62-92, 108-110.

Fretheim, Terence E. and Karlfried Froehlich. The Bible as Word of God: In a Postmodern Age. Minneapolis: Fortress Press Press, 1998, pp. 97-126, 134-35.

Fretheim, Terence E. “God and Violence in the Old Testament.” Word & World 24 (2004): 18- 28.

Hays, Richard B. The Moral Vision of the New Testament: Community, Cross, New Creation: A Contemporary Introduction to New Testament Ethics. San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 1996, pp. 169-185.

Janzen, David. “The God of the Bible and the Nonviolence of Jesus.” Pages 53-63 in Teaching Peace: Nonviolence and the Liberal Arts. Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield, 2003.

Nelson-Pallmeyer, Jack. Jesus Against Christianity: Reclaiming the Missing Jesus. Harrisburg: Trinity International, 2001, pp. 38-53, 215-230, 329-354.

Sanders, John. No Other Name: An Investigation into the Destiny of the Unevangelized. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1992, pp. 11-34.

Swartley, Willard M. Covenant of Peace: The Missing Peace in New Testament Theology and Ethics. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2006, pp. 377-398.

IV. COURSE PROCEDURES

A. Attendance: Punctual attendance is expected at all class sessions. More than two unexcused classes will result in the reduction of the final grade by one increment for each additional unexcused class (e.g. if the final grade was A- it would be reduced to B+). Excused absences (death in the family, illness, etc.) should be reported to the instructor prior to the absence if at all possible.

B. Participation: Regular participation is expected of all in the class. This is especially important in an upper level seminar like this one. 
C. Method of Conducting the Course: Learning will be facilitated through lectures, class discussion, small group interaction, and student presentations.

D. Written Assignments: All written assignments are due at the beginning of the class period for which they are assigned and should be turned in during class. Late assignments are not acceptable and will receive the grade of zero unless an extension has been granted. If you miss a class, it is still your responsibility to submit the work on time. In this case, you should slid it under my office door prior to the start of the class when it is due. On the first page, be sure to write the date and time you are submitting your work. Do not send assignments by email or through campus mail. 

E. Americans with Disabilities Act: Any student whose disability falls within ADA guidelines should inform the instructor at the beginning of the semester of any special accommodations or equipment needs necessary to complete the requirements for this course. Students must register documentation with the Office of Disability Services (Hoffman 101). If you have questions, call extension 5382. 

F. Academic Integrity: You should be aware of this college’s academic integrity policy, which can be found in the your Student Handbook. Read this carefully, since it is your responsibility to know what constitutes a violation. If you have questions, please ask. 


V. COURSE EVALUATION
A. The course grade will be weighted as follows. 


1. Reflection Paper 


Credit/No Credit

2. Reading Quizzes


10%

3. Reflective Interaction Journal
10%

4. Divine Violence Interview Paper
15%

5. Topical Paper and Presentation
40% (30% and 10%)

6. Final Exam



25% 

B. Grades will be assigned according to the scale in the college catalog with the following numerical equivalents (.5 and above is rounded up): 

	
	
	A 93-100%

A- 90-92%
	
	B+ 87-89%  B  83-86%  B-  80-82%
	
	C+ 77-79%

C  73-76%

C-  70-72%
	
	D+ 67-69%

D  60-66%


	
	F 0-59%

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


VI. COURSE REQUIREMENTS

A. Reflection Paper
Write a two page reflection paper addressing the following items:

1. 
Discuss any significant encounters you previously had with the issue of divine violence in the Bible (from a sermon, in a book you read, during a conversation, in your personal study of the Bible, etc.).

2. 
Identify and briefly describe what you regard as the three or four most extreme examples of divine violence in the Bible.

3. Why do you think some people find the presence of divine violence in the Bible troubling?

4. Do you find the presence of divine violence in the Bible troubling? Why or why not?

NOTE: This paper should be completed before doing the assigned reading for Thursday. While this assignment will not be factored into your final grade, failure to complete it on time will result in the reduction of your final average by 2%.

B. Reading Quizzes
Several unannounced quizzes will be given during the semester. Each quiz will cover the reading material(s) assigned for the day the quiz is administered (i.e. biblical passages, textbook reading, and articles/essays). These quizzes are designed to encourage good reading comprehension and to provide extra incentive to complete the readings on time. The average of your quiz scores will constitute your reading quiz grade for the semester. There will be no opportunities to make up a quiz due to absence or lateness. Instead, your average will simply include one less quiz score per missed quiz.

C. Reflective Interaction Journal

A reflective interaction journal should be kept during this semester. A total of ten entries are required. You are required to complete three in September, three in October, three in November, and one in December. Also, no more than one entry should be completed in any given week. Each journal entry should be approximately one page in length. Be sure to number each entry and indicate the date when each one was completed. These entries may be about anything related to the thematic material of the course (i.e. related to the topic of alternatives to violence) that you encounter through readings, lectures, or classroom discussions. Specific topics for reflection may be assigned or suggested at various points throughout the semester.

When journaling, focus on one or two big ideas in each entry and reflect more extensively on these rather than jumping from topic to topic. Be sure to demonstrate how you are wrestling with the material and describe how it is influencing your thinking. Also, note questions as they arise and note areas you would like to pursue further. CAUTION: Don’t simply summarize what you have read or heard in class. This is an interaction journal. Engage the material and interact with it. Also, please do not journal about how many hours you spent completing your reading assignments or how much you enjoy taking quizzes in class (big smile!). Focus on the material of the course and be sure to reflect on that material for each entry you write.

When all ten entries are completed, the journal pages should be stapled together and will be collected on the due date indicated on the course schedule below. The following criteria will be taken into consideration for grading purposes:

· Timely completion of all required entries (failure to indicate the date you completed each of the entries will have a negative effect on your grade)

· Depth of reflection and extent of engagement with course materials

· Evidence of a willingness to entertain new ideas even if not in agreement with them (work at seeing both strengths and weaknesses of various positions)

· Inclusion of rationale for your opinions, statements, and other reflections (rather than just saying “I disagree” or “I agree,” explain why by giving specific reasons) 

· Organization, clarity, and mechanics (grammar, spelling, etc.)

NOTE: If you are concerned about whether you are on the right track with your journal, feel free to hand in one of your entries for comments and feedback early in the semester.

D. Divine Violence Interview Paper
The purpose of this paper is to gain a greater appreciation for how different people respond to the issue of divine violence in the Old Testament. In order to complete this paper, you will need to interview at least three individuals. You should interview one pastor, one college or seminary professor who does not teach biblical or religious studies, and one Christian friend with whom you have not discussed the content of this course. Avoid interviewing all men or all women but include both. I would also strongly encourage you to interview someone who is not a Christian though has some familiarity with the Bible, though you are not required to do so.

You may conduct these interviews in person or by phone, though the former is strongly preferred. Before starting the interview, be sure to briefly explain the nature of the course you are taking and the purpose of the interview. You may also want to ask the interviewee if you can tape record the interview. This will make it easier to get direct quotes later when you write your paper. While you are free to ask any questions you like during the interview, you should at least ask the following:

· When you think about the topic of God and violence in the Old Testament, what particular Bible stories or incidents come to mind?

· How much time have you spent thinking about the issue of divine violence in the Old Testament?

· Do you find the portrayals of God acting violently in the Old Testament troubling? Why or why not?

· What affect do you think passages containing divine violence have on people who read them?

· To what extent do you think images of divine violence in the Old Testament have inspired and encouraged human violence in God’s name?

· How would you reconcile some of the more violent portraits of God in the Old Testament with the presentation of Jesus in the Gospels?

· In the churches you have attended, how much attention was given to divine violence? What about the church you are currently attending?

· Do you feel the Church has helped you deal responsibly with the presence of divine violence in the Old Testament? If so, in what ways?

· How have other Christians (professors, authors, etc.) helped you think constructively about the presence of divine violence in the Old Testament?

· What else would you like to say about the topic of divine violence in the Old Testament?

You paper should be approximately 6-8 pages in length and should consist of three sections (not all of equal length). In the first section of your paper, identify the different people you interviewed and reflect on the process of conducting these interviews. Here I’d like you to discuss what you learned from the process itself. For example, you might say, “Everyone I interviewed seemed really excited to talk about this topic” or “I was really surprised that Pastor Jones had such a difficult time answering these questions. He seemed really defensive.” To what extent did the interviews go as expected and to what extent did you encounter surprises? In the second part of the paper, you should discuss what you regard as the most interesting and/or most significant responses from your interviewees. Obviously, you will need to be selective since you have only limited space to report these. Discuss key areas of agreement and disagreement. Note new ideas you gained along the way and comment on whether any of your own views on the problem of divine violence in the Old Testament changed or were strengthened as a result of conducting these interviews. Whenever possible, be sure to relate the ideas you discuss in your paper to concepts discussed in class or encountered in your readings. In the final section of the paper, briefly discuss how useful this assignment was to you. What did you find helpful/unhelpful about it? What suggestions would you offer for improving it?

E. Topical Paper and Presentation
A 12-15 page topical paper is required for this course. The purpose of this paper is to discuss a constructive approach for dealing with divine violence in the Bible. You will have the opportunity to present your key findings to the class near the end of the semester during a 20-25 minute class presentation. See Attachment A at the end of the syllabus for further instructions about writing the topical paper and about the class presentation.

F. Final Exam

A final exam will be given in this course. This exam will allow you to demonstrate your knowledge of the assigned readings and the materials presented in class. The format of this exam will be discussed later in class.

VII. COURSE SCHEDULE (tentative)

UNIT 1: DIVINE VIOLENCE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

September
4
Course Introduction

6
An Introduction to Divine Violence

DUE: Reflection Paper
READ: Seibert, Prologue and Introduction

11
Divine Violence in Old Testament Narratives

READ: a) Seibert, ch. 1

 b) Exod 14:1-15:21; Josh 6-11; 1 Sam 15; 2 Sam 6:1-11

13
Divine Violence in Prophetic Literature

READ: Isa 63:1-6; Jer 14:10-16; Amos 1-2; Hosea 13

18
The Troubling Legacy of Divine Violence in the Old Testament

READ: a) Seibert, ch. 2 

 b) Nelson-Pallmeyer, pp. 38-53

20 
Possible Solutions to Problematic Portrayals of God in the Old Testament

READ: Seibert, chs. 3-4; Davies, pp. 197-218

25 
Asking the Historical Question: Did It Actually Happen?

READ: Seibert, chs. 5-6

27
The Function of Old Testament Narratives & Ancient Israel’s Theological Worldview

READ: Seibert, chs. 7-8

October
2
Differentiating Between Textual Gods and the Actual God

READ: a) Seibert, ch. 9

 b) Fretheim, pp. 18-28 & 97-126

4
A Christocentric Hermeneutic (part 1)

READ: a) Seibert, ch. 10

 b) Janzen, pp. 53-63

 c) Cowles, pp. 13-44

9
A Christocentric Hermeneutic (part 2) 

READ: a) Nelson-Pallmeyer, pp. 215-230; 329-354

 b) Swartley, pp. 377-398

11
No Class - Mid-Fall Recess

16
Hermeneutical Guidelines

READ: a) Seibert, ch. 11

 b) Davies, pp. 218-28

18
The Authority of Scripture

READ: a) Seibert, Appendix B

 b) Borg, pp. 21-36 
DUE: Divine Violence Interview Paper
23
Dealing Pastorally with Divine Violence in the Old Testament

READ: Seibert, ch. 12 & Epilogue

UNIT 2: DIVINE VIOLENCE IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

25 
A Violent Jesus?

READ: Desjardins, pp. 62-92, 108-110

30 
Divine Violence and the Book of Revelation

READ: a) Appendix A

 b) Hays, pp. 169-85

November
 1 
The Scope of Salvation (or “Who Goes to Hell?”)

READ: a) Sanders, pp. 11-34

 b) Crockett, pp. 11-39

 6
The Literal and Metaphorical Views of Hell

READ: Crockett, pp. 43-88

 8
The Conditional View of Hell

READ: Crockett, pp. 135-178
13
Narrative Christus Victor View of the Atonement

READ: Sanders, pp. ix-46

15
A Modified Reformed View of the Atonement

READ: Sanders, pp. 47-85

20
Christus Victor as Nonviolent Atonement

READ: Sanders, pp. 87-123


22
No Class - Thanksgiving Recess

27
Guest Lecturer: Dr. Sharon Baker

29
Student Presentations

December
4
Student Presentations

6
Student Presentations


11
Student Presentations

13
Course Closure

17
Final Exam (Monday, 1:30-3:30 p.m.)

VIII. SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY
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Weaver, J. Denny. The Nonviolent Atonement. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001.
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________. Jesus Against Christianity: Reclaiming the Missing Jesus. Harrisburg, Pa.: Trinity International, 2001.
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Penchansky, David. What Rough Beast?: Images of God in the Hebrew Bible. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 1999.

Penchansky, David and Paul L. Redditt (eds). Shall Not the Judge of All the Earth Do What Is Right? Studies on the Nature of God in Tribute to James L. Crenshaw. Winona Lake, Ind.: Eisenbrauns, 2000.

Schwager, Raymund. Must There Be Scapegoats: Violence and Redemption in the Bible. New York: Crossroad, 2000. Translation of Brauchen wir einen Sündenbock? Munich: Kösel, 1978.
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ATTACHMENT A

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE TOPICAL PAPER

BIBL 382 - Topics in Biblical Theology: Divine Violence

The purpose of this paper is to develop a constructive way to deal with some aspect of divine violence in the Bible. Some possible paper topics are listed below, though others can certainly be suggested.

Possible Topics
1. Problematic Passages
Deal extensively with one specific passage in the Bible which displays divine violence. Examine several ways interpreters have deal with this passage and be sure to offer an evaluation of what you think are some of the most responsible interpretations and some of the best ways of handling portrayals of divine violence.

2. Contemporary Authors on Divine Violence

Compare and contrast the way several contemporary authors deal with the issue of divine violence. Some authors that would be especially profitable to explore at greater length include Terence Fretheim (The Bible as Word of God ), Jack-Nelson Pallmeyer (Jesus Against Christianity), and Renita Weems (Battered Love). Be sure to include an evaluation that clearly reveals your thoughts about which aspects of their approaches are most useful for dealing constructively with divine violence in the Bible.

3. Divine Violence and Other Religions
Discuss how Jews or Muslims deal with the problem of divine violence in the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament. As part of your paper, you should also discuss how acceptable their handling of divine violence would be to Christians. 

4. Dealing with Divine Violence in Church
Discuss how you think biblical passages containing divine violence should be handled in church. You could focus your paper on one of the following areas: guidelines for preaching on texts containing divine violence, teaching Sunday School classes for young children based on problematic passages, or leading a youth group studying texts containing divine violence. For part of your paper, you could include a discussion of the kind of resources that are (or are not!) available for various church leaders wanting to deal responsibly with divine violence in these areas.

5. Dealing with Divine Violence in the Undergraduate and/or Seminary Classroom
Discuss sound pedagogical techniques for introducing the issue of textual divine violence in undergraduate and/or seminary courses. How should professors handle these passages in the classroom? How might this differ between state schools and Christian schools? Between religiously conservative institutions and more liberal ones? Between introductory first-year course and upper level courses? What would you consider to be some of the best ways to address this issue constructively and in a non-threatening way?

6. Dealing with Divine Violence in Print
Evaluate 8-10 children’s books dealing with biblical stories containing divine violence. Discuss how faithfully each book represents images of divine violence in the stories it tells. Does God appear more or less violent in these books than in the biblical text? What elements of divine violence have been added or subtracted? As a supplement to this discussion, it would also be helpful to summarize this graphically, perhaps in the form of a chart. You might devise a rating system that could be useful for parents trying to choose among various options. As part of your paper, you should imagine you are publisher establishing guidelines designed to help authors deal responsibly with divine violence when writing Bible stories for children. What guidelines would you offer?

Requirements
1. You may write on any of the topics listed above or on another topic we discuss and agree on.
a. Pick a topic that is important to you and really interests you. If you could really care less about why God ostensibly plans to kill Moses in Exod 4:24-26, don’t write a paper on it. It will be dreadful for you to write and painful for me to read!

b. You should write a new paper for this assignment. Do not submit a paper that was written for another class.

2. Develop and support a thesis statement.
a. Tell the reader where you are going and how you plan to get there. Do this early in the process and refine it as necessary.

b. Make your thesis statement as concise and precise as possible. This statement will be the “gatekeeper” that will help you determine what you should include and exclude from your paper.

3. Be Constructive.

The purpose of this paper is to discuss a constructive way of dealing with divine violence in the Bible. Be sure that a significant portion of your paper does this. 
4. Follow the Chicago Style format as interpreted by Diana Hacker in A Writer’s Reference.
a. Include a title page, bibliography, section headings, and appropriate headers.

b. In matters of form and style, be consistent throughout your work. 
c. Be sure to footnote your own work properly and avoid plagiarism.

5. Utilize a variety of the best resources available when writing your paper.
a. For help in locating journal articles and essays, use the Religion Index (ATLA) located in FirstSearch to search for articles relevant to your topic. This extremely helpful database indexes many essays, articles, and reviews from a broad range of publications. Start this process early so you will have adequate time to request items through Interlibrary Loan as needed.

b. Avoid using information from the Internet unless you are certain of the quality of the source. 
c. REMEMBER: FOOTNOTES ARE YOUR FRIENDS! When you are collecting your sources, be sure to read the footnotes. They will often lead you to other resources that are relevant to your topic. If you can find a very recent article or monograph on your topic this will be a real gem since it should (if well done) give you a large bibliography of sources related to your topic. 

d. Feel free to contact me throughout the process for suggestions and bibliographical guidance.

6. Develop a strong conclusion
a. Your conclusion should summarize the key insights in your paper. 

b. Your conclusion may contain areas for further study or unresolved issues that merit further attention. 
7. The final draft of your paper is due one week after your in-class presentation.
Evaluation
The following items will be considered when evaluating the topical papers:

1. Fulfillment of all the basic requirements of the paper (appropriate topic, page length [10-15 pages typed-double spaced, font size 12], number and quality of sources, etc.)

2. Depth of interaction and appropriate engagement with a variety of secondary sources; evidence of critical thinking.

3. Organization of the paper, clarity of the thesis, strength of the argument, and clear evidence of offering constructive ways of dealing with some aspect of divine violence in the Bible. 

4. Mechanics, style, readability, transitions, overall paper quality.

CLASS PRESENTATION
General Information and Requirements
1. The purpose of your class presentation is to provide you with the opportunity to share key findings from your research and to receive feedback from the class that may help you as you finish your paper.

2. At least one class period prior to your in-class presentation, you should provide each member of the class with a brief (approximately 2 page) synopsis of your paper. All students are expected to read these carefully and come to class prepared to engage the presenter with questions and comments.

3. You should plan a 15-20 minute formal presentation and should leave 5 minutes for questions and comments from the class.

4. You may use any form of media you wish in making your presentation (e.g. PowerPoint, document camera) and you can distribute handouts if you like.

5. Your in-class presentation grade will be based on things like organization, clarity of presentation, thoroughness, good use of time, and overall quality of the presentation.

